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CHILLING INTENT: ���THE F-GAS INDUSTRY PLOT TO SUBVERT EU CLIMATE 
LEGISLATION Corporate Europe Observatory, October, 2005 

Summary 

Fluorinated gases (F-gases, HFCs) were pushed onto the market as replacements for CFCs, which 
caused ozone depletion and were in the process of being banned. However, F-gases are highly 
potent greenhouse gases. F-gases are, and increasingly will be, in most cases replaceable by 
environmentally friendly alternatives like hydrocarbons. But multinationals like DuPont and 
Honeywell are determined not to give up their globally expanding F-gas business. Their lobby 
groups in Washington, the Air conditioning and Refrigeration Institute (ARI) and the ‘Alliance 
for Responsible Atmospheric Policy’ (ARAP) effectively used the Trans Atlantic Business 
Dialogue (TABD) as a platform to oppose F-gas bans by individual EU member states, and to 
influence the currently debated F-gas Regulation from the very start of the drafting process. 

To make it look like a genuine ‘European’ lobby with an environmental focus, ARI founded the 
‘European Partnership for Energy and the Environment’ (EPEE). Public Affairs company Hill & 
Knowlton was hired to run the EPEE lobbying campaign. The EPEE is the European version of 
the ARAP. The ARAP was founded to defend the interests of CFC producers like DuPont, that at 
first strongly opposed the ban of CFCs. Now, the ARAP and EPEE alike, fiercely promote F-
gases for their non-ozone depleting qualities, while downplaying their global warming impact. 

The original European Commission proposal reflected the privileged access that the F-gas 
industry had to the Commission before the drafting process started, and industry’s dominating 
voice within the Commission’s working group on fluorinated gases. Producers of alternatives to 
F-gases and environmental NGOs were highly under-represented. The F-gas Regulation is now in 
the final phase of the second reading at the European Parliament. The EPEE is targeting Members 
of European Parliament (MEPs), but also the Commission and the Member States, in an ultimate 
attempt to prevent important changes that would allow for more bans on F-gases and have been 
proposed by the Environment Committee of the Parliament. These changes threaten much of the 
F-gas industry’s earlier lobbying achievements. Internal EPEE documents reveal the exact details 
of the lobbying strategy laid out by Hill & Knowlton. 

 
At EU level, there is a great need for transparency rules for lobbying in order to facilitate public 
scrutiny over important decision-making processes. At this moment, such transparency is 
virtually non-existent. 

See full document here: 

http://archive.corporateeurope.org/lobbycracy/chillingintent.html  

 
 
 



SULFURYL FLUORIDE, 4800 X WORSE THAN CO2 

Chicago (IL) - A team of international researchers have discovered that Sulfuryl fluoride, a gas 
typically utilized in the repellant and control of insects, actually has an impact on global warming 
and is most definitely considered a greenhouse gas. In fact, though most are familiar with carbon 
dioxide (CO2) the effect of Sulfuryl fluoride on global warming is 4,800 times worse than CO2. 
Lucky for us, the gas has a maximum lifespan of 36 years, and is not currently produced in high 
quantities so its ill fated effects can be halted prior to the occurrence of devastating effects. 

http://www.tgdaily.com/content/view/41702/178/  

 
 
 
 
 
FLUORIDE COMPOUNDS - 3 OF THE 6 WORST AIR POLLUTANTS 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~fluoride/2009/AFN_2009N1_JanMar_AquaPura.pdf  

 
 
  


