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MOUNT Isa parents have been urged to bring their children forward for lead testing, after it was 
revealed only a quarter had been checked for the poison under a voluntary scheme. 

But of the children tested for elevated lead levels, more than 5 per cent were found to have excess 
concentration of the toxin in their blood.

The lawyer representing seven poisoned children from the mining town has accused the State 
Government of seriously underplaying the issue.

Recent testing of 136 children from the city found seven children had excess blood lead levels.

The Medical Journal of Australia this week revealed one child developed lead poisoning every nine 
days in the north Queensland mining town.

Chief Health Officer Jeannette Young said Queensland Health would assist families to identify factors 
that might contribute to lead exposure and uptake, including children's behaviour, eating habits and 
potential environmental exposure.

Slater and Gordon lawyer Damian Scattini said it was impossible to stop a young child playing with 
dirt, accusing the Government of suggesting the lead problem could be "solved with soap and a towel".

He said the Government needed to "turn off the tap" of the mining companies so "children don't end up 
with lead in the brains".

The MJA report said high levels of lead exposure could have an impact on children's health, including 
loss of IQ.

Health Minister Paul Lucas yesterday denied the State Government was "standing still" on managing 
lead exposure in Mount Isa, saying the Government took the matter seriously.

"There are numerous factors, however, that may influence a child's exposure including the nature of the 
environment to which they are exposed at home, and at play," he said.

He said children who had been found to have high levels of lead in their blood were being closely "case 
managed".

Mount Isa miner Xstrata issued a statement, saying it employed one of the most intensive air quality 
monitoring systems of any Australian city.

"Xstrata is proud of its record of never exceeding regulatory limits for respirable lead at any air 
monitor in the Mount Isa community since acquiring Mount Isa Mines in 2003," chief operating officer 
Steve de Kruijff said in a statement.

The Queensland Health tests are free. Children aged five and under are urged to have them.
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